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EAST BOUND: Polish Fashion Showcase Success During Poland's 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union 

On May 12, 2025, the TRACK venue in Brussels hosted the exceptional fashion show EAST 

BOUND, one of the key cultural events accompanying Poland's presidency of the Council of 

the European Union. The event attracted representatives from the European fashion 

industry, business, and cultural world, showcasing the richness and diversity of the 

contemporary Polish fashion scene. 

Manifesto of Polish Creativity 

The show brought together 20 designers from Poland, Ukraine, and Belarus, presenting 

nearly 100 silhouettes that reflect the unique character of fashion from this region of Europe. 

EAST BOUND united legendary names in Polish fashion – such as Jerzy Antkowiak, 

Tomasz Ossoliński, and Gosia Baczyńska – with young, independent creators. 

"During Poland's presidency of the EU Council, we are presenting our creative industries not 

only as ambassadors of Polish culture but as important participants in European identity. We 

particularly support young artists who will lead future cultural dialogue. The Polish fashion 

sector combines history, tradition, and modernity, and its unique character has been shaped 

by the ability to innovate and respect for craftsmanship. I am pleased that alongside Polish 

designers, we are also presenting creators from Ukraine and Belarus who have found space 

in Poland to develop their talent," said Marta Cienkowska, Undersecretary of State at the 

Ministry of Culture and National Heritage. 

"We have shown that Polish fashion is an ambassador of our culture and a carrier of its 

values. This was a manifesto of Polish creativity, received with curiosity and enthusiasm. We 

have talented creators, and we should continue to support them in promotion beyond our 

borders. Fashion, alongside design, cinematography, and games, is our soft power, and we 

should use it," emphasized Aleksandra Szymańska, Director of the Polish Creative 

Industries Development Center. 

Intergenerational Dialogue and Diversity 

Following the opening speeches by the Undersecretary of State at the Ministry of Culture 

and National Heritage, Marta Cienkowska, and the Director of the Polish Creative Industries 

Development Center, Aleksandra Szymańska, the show was opened by Jerzy Antkowiak, 

the legendary designer of Moda Polska. His designs were interpreted by his granddaughter, 

Julia Kromolicka, who creates her own brand based on plant-dyed fabrics and recycling. 

This symbolic opening emphasized the continuity and evolution of Polish fashion over recent 

decades. "EAST BOUND presented fashion not only as a utilitarian object or business but 

primarily as a medium of identity expression," explained Karolina Sulej, the show's curator. 



"The selection of designers reflected the contemporary phenomenon of the Polish fashion 

scene – a meeting space for different generations, experiences, and approaches to design." 

From Art to Street Fashion 

The event presented a broad spectrum of designs: from Tomasz Ossoliński's classic 

tailoring, Gosia Baczyńska and RAD duo's haute couture, through conceptual projects by 

Ukrainian brand DZHUS and Belarusian designer Tasha Katsuba; as well as ready-to-wear 

(prêt-à-porter) designs immersed in art interpretation – from Joanna Hawrot to original 

streetwear represented by Dreamland Syndicate and Pat Guzik. The audience was intrigued 

by Acephala's feminist designs, minimalist menswear by Michał Szulc, and the show-closing 

artistic installation by Tanya May, a Belarusian creator whose work referenced the 

contemporary political situation, ongoing wars, and conflicts. 

Models walked the runway in Vanda Nowak and Bohema Clothing shoes, sophisticated 

ORSKA jewelry, ingenious CACKO and KANVA designs, and sculptural forms by Radek 

Laro – thus showing that Polish fashion encompasses both silhouettes and interesting 

accessories. 

International Solidarity 

The show was accompanied by a performance by the Spievy choir, consisting of female 

refugee artists from Belarus who have found a home in Poland. This collaboration 

symbolized solidarity and cultural connections between the nations of Central and Eastern 

Europe. "We wanted to show that Poland is an open, creative country. There isn't just one 

Polish fashion; there are Polish fashions – depending on the designer's place of origin, 

identity, gender, and locality," added Karolina Sulej. 

Commercial and Promotional Success 

Parallel to the fashion show, a gallery opened showcasing jewelry, accessories, and 

selected designs from Polish brands. It served as an extension and elaboration of the show. 

Each guest received elegant envelopes containing special cards, "business cards" from 

designers, facilitating later contacts and organizing the experience of the event. In the gallery 

space, with a symbolic glass of wine, speeches took place, attendees could talk with 

creators and designers, and industry networking occurred. Representatives of international 

fashion houses, journalists, buyers, and investors expressed great interest in the presented 

collections, which may translate into specific trade contracts and promotional materials. 

The EAST BOUND event was organized by the Polish Creative Industries Development 

Center and the Kraina Foundation in partnership with the Adam Mickiewicz Institute. Waldek 

Szymkowiak was responsible for directing the show. 

List of designers participating in the show: 

● Jerzy Antkowiak / Julia Kromolicka – legendary designer of Moda Polska in creative 

dialogue with a young designer specializing in plant-dyed fabrics and recycling. 

● DZHUS – a Ukrainian conceptual brand known for architectural constructions. 



● Dreamland Syndicate – representatives of streetwear, combining fashion with 

independent culture. 

● Pat Guzik – designer specializing in sustainable fashion and upcycling. 

● Acephala – feminist brand challenging gender stereotypes in fashion. 

● Michał Szulc – minimalist aesthete, combining modern design with a craftsmanship 

approach. 

● ORSKA – creators of nature-inspired jewelry, combining traditional craft techniques 

with modern forms. 

● HAWROT – brand creating clothing-manifestos based on cultural heritage. 

● Katsiaryna Nestsiarovich – Belarusian designer experimenting with form and fabric, 

combining tradition with innovation. 

● Tomasz Ossoliński – master of classic men's tailoring, known for perfect execution 

and timeless elegance. 

● RAD Duet – duo of high fashion designers, specializing in camp aesthetics inspired 

by folklore and lace tradition. 

● Tasha Katsuba – artist and designer exploring Eastern European cultural identity 

through the prism of fashion. 

● Gosia Baczyńska – the first Polish designer at Paris Fashion Week, creating world-

class haute couture. 

● Tanya May – Belarusian artist creating at the intersection of fashion and critical art. 

● Bohema Clothing – a brand celebrating freedom, artistic sensitivity, and a lifestyle 

based on responsible fashion. 

● CACKO – jewelry designer specializing in feminine, sophisticated resin forms. 

● KANVA – a jewelry brand combining Scandinavian minimalism with sensitivity to 

details and Slavic folklore. 

● Radek Anais Laro – creator of haute couture jewelry, sculptural forms to wear, 

experimenting with new technologies and materials. 

● Vanda Novak – a footwear brand combining the quality of Italian materials, Polish 

craftsmanship, and the original fantasy of designer Dominika Nowak. 

 


